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DARLING RANGE BY-ELECTION 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.57 pm]: In question time yesterday, the Minister for Transport took the 
opportunity to selectively quote the Liberal candidate for Darling Range. The minister was talking about the 
rezoning of land in Mundijong and had a dig at the outstanding Liberal candidate for Darling Range, 
Alyssa Hayden, for saying the decision was easy and that the government should focus on the basics. What that 
outstanding candidate said about the minister’s announcement was — 

“While rezoning land to attract investment in the community is positive, it’s not … a difficult decision … 

“Perhaps Mark McGowan and Labor should get back to the basics and focus on reducing household bills 
which are hurting people right across the community. 

That is precisely right. The McGowan government is hurting households throughout Darling Range by increasing 
household bills by more than $700 a year. 

Another quote from the minister on the rezoning decision was not cited. A media release from the Labor candidate 
for Darling Range shows just how out of touch government members are. The Labor candidate when commenting 
on the rezoning decision said — 

“Suburbs in my community are booming … 

How out of touch is Labor? I have a message for the Labor candidate for Darling Range: households are not 
booming in Darling Range; they are hurting. It seems Labor is in complete denial. Far from booming, the level of 
mortgage stress in Darling Range is double the state average. Households in Darling Range face increases in their 
cost of living and do not say that they are experiencing a boom. Small businesses in Darling Range are hurting 
because households are spending less at local businesses because they have to spend more on water, power and 
car registration. The comments of Labor’s candidate demonstrate a lack of understanding of the concerns of 
hardworking families struggling to pay for costs of living brought on by the Australian Labor Party. That is why 
the people of Darling Range need Alyssa Hayden. She knows the electorate, she knows the issues and she will 
speak up honestly and frankly on behalf of the people of that community. 
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